For immediate release

MEDIA RELEASE
Silver Spoons and AK47s: How Youth Understand Conflict Around the World – Feb 5 to 8, 2009
Four  days to learn about the issues. To gain the skills. To start something new.
SACKVILLE, NB, Jan 20 – The Rights and Democracy Delegation at Mount Allison University presents the conference “Silver Spoons and AK47s: How Youth Understand Conflict Around the World” from Feb 5 to 8, 2009. This three day event will bring together NGOs and experts working in the field from Sierra Leone to the Hague to provide participants with a solid understanding of the experiences of youth and children in conflict and teach practical skills from running a radio show to discerning the role of media in conflict.
The conference features speakers including the President of Rights and Democracy, Rémy Beauregard, who will speak about his work with ex-child soldiers and child survivors of sexual violence in Northern Uganda, and young Colombian lawyer Patricia Tobón who has worked extensively with indigenous youth who live in a country which has been in conflict for generations. Participants will also participate in a simulation of a refugee camp, and learn what life was like for Chilean university students living under the dictator Pinochet.
The Rights and Democracy Delegation at Mount Allison has been active on campus since 2003. The Delegation is part of the Rights and Democracy Network, the youth branch of Rights and Democracy, which seeks to foster and support grassroots initiatives on university campuses that advance the universal values of human rights and promote democratic institutions and practises around the world.
Rights and Democracy is a non-partisan organization with an international mandate. It was created by Canada’s Parliament in 1988 to encourage and support the universal values of human rights and the promotion of democratic institutions and practises around the world. 

All events are free and open to the public, and drop-ins are encouraged. For more information and registration forms, visit: http://www.dd-rd.net/cms/spip.php?rubrique91 or contact silverspoonsandak47s@gmail.com
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